
 
Useful quotes 

Key passages from the Bible, informing environmental concerns: 
 
Old Testament 
Genesis 1:28-31 – God affirms the value of his creation. (Also consider stories of the Flood and Joseph in 
Egypt as climate-related stories.) 
 
Leviticus 25:1-5 – God’s gifts come with environmental responsibility. 
 
Jeremiah 4:22-28 – Injustice leads to environmental catastrophe. 
 
Psalms – Many psalms (eg, Psalms 104 or 148) could be used. 

 
New Testament 
John 1:1-3 – The mystery of Jesus as the Creator of the cosmos. 
 
Colossians 1:13-20 – The mystery of Jesus as Sustainer; the cross and the cosmos. 
 
Revelation 22:1-3 – The new Jerusalem: humanity, God and creation restored to harmony. 

 

Politicians and campaigners  
 
Christiana Figueres, Executive Secretary, UNFCCC, St Paul’s Cathedral, 9 May 2014 
‘Today we gather here to raise our gaze above the horizon of daily debates on climate change to set our 
moral compass on this, the most daunting challenge of the 21st century … Dear friends, for the first time in 
history we human beings now have the power to alter the physical foundations of life on this planet. But as 
ever throughout history we also have the responsibility to set the ethical foundation of our global society. 
We have done this with slavery and with apartheid. It is time to do it with climate change.’ 
http://www.stpaulsinstitute.org.uk/dialogue/st-pauls-institute/article/2014/may/09/-climate-change-
building-the-will-for-action 
 
Ed Davey, at the Royal Society, 12 February 2013 
‘In reality those who deny climate change and demand a halt to emissions reduction and mitigation work, 
want us to take a huge gamble with the future of every human being on the planet, every future human 
being, our children and grandchildren, and every other living species.’ 
https://www.gov.uk/government/speeches/edward-davey-speech-to-the-avoid-symposium-at-the-royal-society  
 
President Obama, State of the Union, February 2013 
‘We can choose to believe that Superstorm Sandy, and the most severe drought in decades, and the worst 
wildfires some states have ever seen were all just a freak coincidence. Or we can choose to believe in the 
overwhelming judgment of science – and act before it’s too late.’  
 
Promoting renewable energy like wind and solar power could make the United States a more globally 
competitive economy, Obama said. ‘Last year, wind energy added nearly half of all new power capacity in 
America … As long as countries like China keep going all-in on clean energy, so must we.’ The president’s 
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first term saw a doubling of energy from wind and solar power and a measure to increase fuel economy 
standards to 54.5mpg by 2025. In 2013, rules expected to curb emissions from power plants, which account 
for about 40% of carbon emissions. 
 
Al Gore 
‘The next generation will ask us one of two questions. Either they will ask: “What were you thinking: why 
didn’t you act?” Or, they will ask instead: “How did you find the moral courage to rise and successfully 
resolve a crisis that so many said was impossible to solve?” ’  
 
Martin Luther King 
‘I refuse to accept despair as the final response to the ambiguities of history. I refuse to accept the idea that 
the “isness” of our present nature makes us morally incapable of reaching up for the “oughtness” that 
forever confronts us. I refuse to accept the idea that human beings are mere flotsam and jetsam in the river 
of life unable to influence the unfolding events around them.’ 
 
Jonathan Porrit  
‘Politically the world is too far gone. It is not a question of nearing the abyss. We daily look down into it if 
we choose to open our eyes and millions are already at the bottom of it. I remember some years ago, at the 
Second International Green Congress in Dover, the Bishop of Lewes, Father Peter, opening the proceedings 
by pitching a message that many found hard to accept. What he said was, “I must say this to you: you 
haven’t a hope in a million years of changing anything by political methods unless you concentrate on 
changing attitudes, changing thought-forms deep, deep down in society, or at least, understanding the need 
to do this.” ’ 
 
David Miliband (in a speech to the Vatican when Environment Secretary, 2007) 
‘Climate change is not just an environmental or economic issue, it is a moral and ethical one. It is not just an 
issue for politicians or businesses, it is an issue for the world’s faith communities.’ 
 
Margaret Thatcher, 1989 
‘We are seeing a vast increase in the amount of carbon dioxide reaching the atmosphere … The result is that 
change in future is likely to be more fundamental and more widespread than anything we have known 
hitherto.’ 
 
Dr Jim Yong Kim, President, World Bank 
‘A 4°C warmer world can, and must be, avoided … Lack of action on climate change threatens to make the 
world our children inherit a completely different world than we are living in today … we need to assume the 
moral responsibility to take action on behalf of future generations, especially the poorest.’  
 
At Davos in 2013 he insisted that climate change be at the top of the Davos agenda, along with finance and 
growth, ‘because global warming imperils all of the development gains we have made’. Turn Down the 
Heat: Why a 4°C Warmer World Must be Avoided (World Bank, 2012)  
 
Fatih Birol, Chief Economist, International Energy Agency 
‘When I look at this data, the trend is perfectly in line with a temperature increase of 6 degrees Celsius 
which would have devastating consequences for the planet.’ (World Energy Outlook, International Energy 
Agency, 2012) 
 
Christine Lagarde, managing director of the IMF and former finance minister in the Conservative 
government of Nicolas Sarkozy 
‘Unless we take action on climate change, future generations will be roasted, toasted, fried and grilled.’ 
(World Economic Forum in Davos, January 2013) 
 
 
 



Arnold Schwarzenegger 
‘Consider the danger of global warming. Imagine your child is sick with a rising fever. If 98 out of 100 
doctors said the child needed immediate treatment … and two doctors said the child was fine … who would 
you listen to? The 98 or the 2? Should we do nothing about global warming on the slim chance a few 
skeptics who deny its existence may be right? No, we should not.’ 
 
Paul Hawken 
‘We have an economy where we steal the future, sell it in the present, and call it GDP.’ 

 

Theologians and church leaders 
 
Pope Frances I 
‘A Christian who doesn’t safeguard creation, who doesn’t make it flourish, is a Christian who isn’t concerned 
with God’s work, that work born of God’s love for us.’ 
 
‘Creation is not a property, which we can rule over at will; or, even less, is it the property of only a few: 
Creation is a gift, it is a wonderful gift that God has given us, so that we care for it and we use it for the 
benefit of all, always with great respect and gratitude.’ 
 
‘Custody of Creation is custody of God’s gift to us and it is also a way of saying thank you to God. I am the 
master of Creation but to carry it forward I will never destroy your gift. And this should be our attitude 
towards Creation. Safeguard Creation. Because if we destroy Creation, Creation will destroy us!’ 
 
‘I think that man has gone overboard. I remember what an old peasant once told me: God always forgives, 
we men sometimes forgive, nature never forgives. If you slap it, it will always slap you back.’ 
 
Ecumenical Patriarch Bartholomew I 
‘The ecological crisis demonstrates that we cannot have two ways of looking at the world: religious on the 
one hand and worldly on the other. We cannot separate our concern for human dignity, human rights or 
social justice from concern for ecological preservation and sustainability. These concerns are forged 
together, an intertwining spiral that can descend or ascend. If we value each individual made in the image 
of God, and if we value every particle of God’s creation, then we will care for each other and our world. In 
religious terms, the way we relate to nature directly reflects the way we relate to God and to our fellow 
human beings, as well as the way we relate to the biodiversity of creation.’ 
 
Rowan Williams, Archbishop of Canterbury 2003–2012 
‘It’s not that I can make all the difference, but what is the difference I can make? If I can say to someone on 
the other side of the world (already suffering from climate change), I am seeking to live differently for you, 
it will help them to trust and give them grounds to trust in the future.’ 
 
‘Rich, industrialised countries, including our own, have unquestionably contributed most to atmospheric 
pollution; the development of profitable heavy industry relied on what we now think of as "dirty" energy 
sources, and involved environmental degradation on an unprecedented scale. Both our present lifestyle in 
the developed world and the history of how we created such possibilities for ourselves have to bear the 
responsibility for pushing the environment in which we live towards crisis.’ 
‘Receive the world that God has given. Go for a walk. Get wet. Dig the earth.’1  
 
‘Living in a way that honours, rather than threatens the planet, is living out what it means to be made in the 
image of God.’ 
 
‘What we face today is nothing less than a choice about how genuinely human we want to be.’ 
 

                                                           
1. Archbishop Rowan Williams in foreword to Sharing God’s Planet (Church House Publishing, 2005). 



The Bishop of London, Rt Revd Richard Chartres 
‘In the 21st century, in an interconnected world, practising love of neighbours means that we are 
committed to mitigate the effects of climate change which will fall disproportionately on the poor and 
vulnerable in the world.’  
 
Desmond Tutu, Archbishop of Cape Town 1986-1996 
‘Just as we argued in the 1980s that those who conducted business with apartheid South Africa were aiding 
and abetting an immoral system, we can say that nobody should profit from the rising temperatures, seas 
and human suffering caused by the burning of fossil fuels.’ 
 
‘Justice and ecology are linked indissolubly.’ 
 
James Jones, Bishop of Liverpool 1998-2013 
‘The changing climate is causing famine, drought, disease and environmental refugees…The life and choices 
of a Christian should be shaped by the insight that it is in the hungry, thirsty, sick, displaced and destitute 
that we come face to face with the Son of Man/Child of Adam. To add to their misery is to heap further 
suffering on Christ.’ 
 
‘We need a dose of economic atheism! We need releasing from the cult of believers dogmatically enslaved 
to Growth (GDP).’ 
 
Pope Benedict XVI 
‘The relationship between individuals or communities and the environment ultimately stems from their 
relationship with God.’ 
 
‘Respect for the human being and respect for nature are one, but both can grow and find their right 
measure if we respect in the human being and in nature the Creator and his creation. On this, dear young 
people, I believe to find allies in you, true “guardians of life and creation”.’ 
http://www.rtcc.org/farewell-benedict-xvi-the-first-green-pope/  

 
Professor Alister McGrath 
‘As Christians, we are called to love what God loves, and that means if we love God, we must love what God 
has made, and that means other people, but that also means this environment in which we live right now.’2  
 
Katharine Hayhoe, Evangelical Christian and climate scientist 
‘For Christians, doing something about climate change is about living out our faith – caring for those who 
need help, our neighbours here at home or on the other side of the world, and taking responsibility for this 
planet that God created and entrusted to us. My faith tells me that God does want people to understand 
climate change and do something about it. And that is a very freeing thought: I don’t have to change the 
world all by myself, I just need to partner in the work God wants us to do.’ 
 
Keith Joseph, Anglican Dean of Darwin, Australia  
‘Let us be blunt and honest – in denying climate change, we are just defending our greed.’  
 
Michael Stafford, lawyer and journalist 
‘Faith is the foundation of an authentic human ecology, and an authentic human ecology is essential for a 
revolution of the heart that protects creation by transforming society.’ 
http://www.abc.net.au/religion/articles/2015/02/05/4174718.htm 
 
Revd John Stott 
‘Christians should be in the vanguard of those who are seeking to arrest climate change, and seeking also to 
protect habitats where wildlife lives.’3  

                                                           
2. Professor Alister McGrath, from video interview on A Rocha’s ‘Environment Sunday Pack: The Heat is On’. 
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 Hans Küng 
‘The Kingdom of God is creation healed.’ 
 
Karl Barth 
‘To clasp the hands in prayer is the beginning of an uprising against the disorder of the world.’ 
 
Dietrich Bonhoeffer 
‘The ultimate test of a moral society is the kind of world that it leaves to its children.’ 
 
William Temple, Archbishop of Canterbury, 1942–1944  
‘The treatment of the earth by man the exploiter is not only imprudent, it is sacrilegious. We are not likely 
to correct our hideous mistakes in this realm unless we recover the mystical sense of our oneness with 
nature. Many people think this is fantastic. I think it is fundamental to our sanity.’ 
 
St Augustine, on the beauty of creation, writing about AD 400 
‘How could any description do justice to all these blessings? The manifold diversity of beauty in sky and 
earth and sea; the abundance of light and its miraculous loveliness in sun and moon and stars; the dark 
shades of the woods, the colour and fragrance of flowers the multitudinous varieties of birds with their 
songs and their bright plumage; the countless different species of living creatures of all shapes and sizes, 
amongst whom it is the smallest in bulk that moves our greatest wonder – for we are more astonished at 
the activities of the tiny ants and bees than at the immense bulk of whales.  

‘Then there is the mighty spectacle of the sea itself, putting on its changing colours like different 
garments, now green, with all the many varied shades, now purple, now blue, delightful sight it is when 
stormy giving added pleasure to the spectator because of the agreeable thought that he is not a sailor 
tossed and heaved about on it!  

‘Think too of the abundant supply of food everywhere to satisfy our hunger, the variety of flavours 
to suit our pampered taste, lavishly distributed by the riches of nature not produced by the skill and labour 
of cooks!  

‘Think too, of all the resources for the preservation of health or for its restoration, the welcome 
alternation of day and night, the soothing coolness of the breezes, all the material for clothing provided by 
plants and animals.  

‘Who could give a complete list of these natural blessings?  
‘And these are all the consolations of mankind under condemnation not the rewards of the blessed. 

What then will those rewards be, if the consolations are so many and wonderful?’ 
 
An ‘Evangelical Declaration on the Care of Creation’  
‘Many concerned people, convinced that environmental problems are more spiritual than technological, are 
exploring the world’s ideologies and religions in search of non-Christian spiritual resources for the healing of 
the earth. As followers of Jesus Christ, we believe that the Bible calls us to respond …’ 
 
The Orthodox Church leader, His Holiness the Ecumenical Patriarch Bartholomew  
‘The crisis we face is … not primarily ecological, but religious; it has less to do with the environment and 
more to do with spiritual consciousness.’ 
 
Mary Low (from Cherish the Earth)  
‘Right now I feel like the young St Augustine with his famous prayer, “Give me continence, but not yet.” My 
21st-century version would be, “Give me sustainability but not yet. Let me keep my car, my central heating, 
my shopping basket full of cheap groceries.” This is not going to be easy. We need to start re-thinking our 
lives, our belief-systems, as if the rest of nature mattered, re-imagining our place in the scheme of things in 
the light of the best of our religious traditions and in the light of new theories and discoveries.’4 

                                                                                                                                                                                                 
3. Revd Dr John R. W. Stott, from video interview on A Rocha’s ‘Environment Sunday Pack: The Heat is On’. 
4. Mary Low, Cherish the Earth: Reflections on a Living Planet (Wild Goose Publications, 2004). 



 
Professor Mary Grey (about the Ash Wednesday Declaration) 
‘For Christians, the themes of this statement – joy, repentance, hope, justice and so on – are not optional: 
they are at the heart of our identity as Church. We will encounter them in the form of a question when we 
face God’s judgement: “What did you do to cherish my creation in its hour of danger?” ’ 
 
Soren Kierkegaard  
‘The matter is quite simple. The Bible is easy to understand. But we Christians are a bunch of scheming 
swindlers. We pretend to be unable to understand it because we know that the minute we understand, we 
are obliged to act accordingly. Take any word in the New Testament and forget everything except pledging 
yourself to act accordingly. My God, you will say, if I do that my whole life will be ruined. How would I ever 
get on in the world?’  
 
Reinhold Niebuhr  
‘There is nothing in our Christian faith which allows us to escape the monumental decisions and destinies of 
history. We must contend against evil, even though we know that we are ourselves involved in the evil 
against which we contend … We must work for the greatest possible justice in human society and yet know 
that sinful self-interest will corrupt every scheme of justice which we elaborate.’  
 

Poets and writers 
 
Elizabeth Barrett Browning  
 Earth’s charged with heaven,  
 And every common bush afire with God; 
 But only he who sees takes off his shoes. 
 The rest sit around it and pick blackberries.  
 
24,000 feet by Lucy Menzies  

Here we are Abba. 
24,000 feet, the plane is full 
Your sunshine fills the cabin. 
You know where we have been and why. 
 
The businessman with the Hamleys’ bag, 
The sleeping grandmother, 
The party in red and white scarves, 
The bare-legged girls, 
Two women in salwar kamiz, 
Children, students, frequent flyers 
Neatly stowed, their gloved  
Fingers flicking: headlines 
Foreign news, 
Financial pages. 
 
Behind us  
Hundreds of gallons of burnt fuel fall to earth, 
Drift heavenwards 
Who can untangle this? 
Africa dying, 
Cities buried in mud. 

 
 
 
 



The Summer Day by Lucy Menzies  
Who made the world? 
Who made the swan and the black bear? 
Who made the grasshopper? 
The grasshopper, I mean 
The one who flung herself out of the grass, 
The one who is eating sugar out of my hand, 
Who is moving her jaws back and forth instead of up and down? 
Who is gazing around with her enormous and complicated eyes. 
Now she lifts her pale forearms and thoroughly washes her face. 
Now she snaps her wings open, and floats away. 
I don’t exactly know what prayer is. 
I do know how to pay attention, how to fall down 
into the grass, how to kneel down in the grass 
how to be idle and blessed, how to stroll through the fields, 
which is what I have been doing all day. 
Tell me what else should I have done? 
Doesn’t everything die at last and too soon? 
Tell me what is it you plan to do 
with your one wild and precious life? 

 

Science and technology 
 
Dr Simon Stuart (a committed Christian, who oversees the global biodiversity assessment for the World 
Conservation Union, IUCN)  
‘The world is certainly facing the worst environmental crisis there ever has been. All the data show a major 
reduction in biodiversity: we have 12% of birds, 23% of mammals, 32% of amphibians threatened with 
extinction. We are moving into a phase that is completely uncharted territory as far as the future is 
concerned, and the impacts that this could have on human life are very uncertain, but it’s an experiment 
that we should never have been conducting in the first place.’5 
 
General Farrell 
‘… a strong sustained and awesome roar, which warned of doomsday and made us feel that we puny things 
were blasphemous to dare to tamper with the forces hitherto reserved to the Almighty.’6  
 
Sir John Houghton (former chairman of the Scientific Assessment group, IPCC) 
‘The basic science on global warming and climate change is well understood and is not in question.’  
 
IPCC, 2007 
‘Scientific evidence for warming of the climate system is unequivocal.’ 
 
US Global Change Research Program 2009 
‘Observations show that warming of the climate is unequivocal …’  
 
Richard P. Feynman (theoretical physicist) 
‘Reality must take precedence over public relations, for nature cannot be fooled.’ 
 

                                                           
5. Simon Stuart, from video interview on A Rocha’s ‘Environment Sunday Pack: The Heat is On’ 
6. Writing of the first atom bomb, July 1945, in R. Jungk, Brighter than a Thousand Suns, London: Harcourt, Brace and Company, 
1958), p. 198. 
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